The Post War Decade
makers. In certain cases, Soviet cultural activities have been ac-
cepted by some of the countries in the Middle East not because
they stood to benefit from them, but because of political reasons.
The countries receiving Soviet assistance often considered it in-
cumbent upon themselves to accept cultural programs since giving
public display to cultural activities often served as "a useful way
of keeping political fences mended". In the educational field, the
Soviet Union has not been very effective in the Middle East. After
the first surge of students going to study in Soviet Universities,
educational missions to the Communist world dwindled. They are
now supported chiefly by the need for training technicians to ope-
rate Soviet equipment, or to work with Soviet advisers in ad-
ministering national programs. There has been no continuing
stream of students seeking to study medicine, law, engineering,
science, history, business, or general culture in Soviet Universi-
ties. Although Soviet publications are often within the reach of
the urban middle class and student groups, there is little popular
interest in Soviet literature. There is also little evidence that So-
viet literary patterns are being widely copied or are furnishing
models for the new national writers, except possibly in political
pamphlets.
In contrast to the paucity of permanent cultural influence ema-
nating from Soviet programs, it would appear that the programs
of the United States have had a lasting impact on cultural de-
velopments in the Middle East. Students and exchange professors
are eager to proceed to U.S. universities whenever they find an
opportunity. American universities have also served as models
for a number of new universities in the Middle East. Thus when
the Asyut University was opened in Egypt early in the 1960*s, it
sought to introduce the American system of engineering educa-
tion. New technical universities in Turkey and Iran have also
copied elements of the American university pattern, and Ameri-
can films and television programs are widely popular and are copi-